
WEATHER.
Probably rain tonight and early to¬

morrow; warmer tonight; somewhat
colder tomorrow.
Temperature for twenty-four hours

ending 2 ''p.m.: Highest, 65. at 2 p.m.
yesterday; lowest, 41, at 7 a.m. today.
For full report see page 14.
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ISSUE Of RAISING

Utilities Commission Suspends
Temporarily Action on Com¬

pany's Application.

OFFER OF POSTMASTER
GENERAL'CAUSES STEP

Chairman Johnson to Present Bill
in Home for Post Office to Take

Over Service in District.

The question of increased telephone
rates in the District of Colun^ia was

put up to Congress today by the Public
Utilities Commission.
The commission suspended "for a

abort time" action on the application of
the Chesapeake and Potomac Telephone
Company for an increase in rates. It took
this step to give Congress an opportunity
to-aet on the offer of the Postmaster Gen¬
eral, made to the commission Saturday,
to take over and operate the business of
the company in the District without in¬
creasing charges to consumers, if given
the necessary authority.
Higher Sate if Congress Doesn't Act

(Should there be no action or pros¬
pect of action at the Capitol within a

reasonable time, the commission will
*ive relief to the telephone company
in the form of authority to charge in¬
creased rates.
The utilities board is convinced the

corporation must charge more for its
service If it is not to operate with a

deficit, but it is not going to grant re¬
lief in the face of an offer from the
Postmaster General to operate the busi¬
ness without increasing rates to con¬
sumers until Congress has acted.
The commission considers its position

would be untenable if it immediately
decided that Washingtonians should
pay more for telephone sen-ice, when
Increased government business grow-
iB* oat of the war principally is re¬
sponsible for the telephone company's
difficulties, and especially when the
government may be said to have rec¬
ognised this fact by offering" to take
over the business of the company, op¬
erate it without increasing: charges to
consumers or reducing salaries of em¬
ployes And pay the company out of the
postal revenues.

To Present Bill in House.
Chairman Johnson of the House Dis¬

trict committee, said today that in a
day or two he would present a bill in
the House.
Mr. Johnson has been working on this

bill for several weeks, and expects to
complete it today. He will call a spe-1
eial meeting of the House committee
for consideration of the bill and will
urge immediate action in the House.
Two bills already before the commit¬

tee, which would authorize the govern¬
ment to operate the telephone system,
were presented at the opening of the
.ttskm by Representative Frank Clark
of Florida, chairman of the public
buildings and grounds committee, and
by Representative Cary of Wisconsin,
a member of the House District commit¬
tee.

Order Adopted by Commission.
The order adopted by the utilities

commission follows:
.The testimony taken before the Pub¬

lic Utilities Commission in the matter
of the application of the Chesapeake
.®d Potomac Telephone Company for an
increase in rates clearly indicates that
the company is entitled to some relief.
"The relief sought by the company

is designed to increase revenues and
also to decrease the telephone traffic.
.
"To dve either or both kinds of re¬

lief would involve a necessary sacrifice
°U the part of the individual patrons
01 tne telephone, company.

th're *ere. nothing before the
commission but the testimony present-
M oy the company and by the commis-
alon s own experts, it would be the duty
or the commission at once to make

of.ervlce!^UStment °f ratea and tern«

Most Consider Offer.
'"However, the Postmaster General

through the chairman of the telephone
and telegraph committee of the PostOffice Department, at the close of the
Hearings, formally notified the com¬
mission that the Post Office Depart¬ment, if given authority, would take
Over the telephone system in the Dis-
trict of Columbia, and operate it with-
out ail increase of rates to consumers
and without decreasing the wages to
.mployes. and pay the company out of
the postal revenues.
"The commission is bound, in serv¬

ing the interests of the public, to take
this offer into consideration. The Post¬
master General cannot act upon his
Offer without legislative authorityTherefore, the commission will sus¬
pend action on the application of
the telephone company for a short
time, so that Congress, if it sees flt
may give the Postmaster General the
authority he needs to make his offer
.ffective."

Senator King Wants Information.
^Aroused over the proposal of the Post
Office Department. Senator King of Utah
Who is strongly opposed to such action.'
Introduced in the Senate a resolution call¬
ing upon the Postmaster General to trans¬
mit to the Senate the proposition made by
h«m to the utilities commission and also
any information authorizing him to make
any such proposition on the part of the
government.
Senator King said he believed that gov-

2]Si!?nVrP$ration °* the telePhone systemwould be far more inefficient than the
private operation now in existence. He¦aid he would ask the Senate to act im¬mediately upon his resolution, which fol¬
lows :

'¦J*1?' the Postmaster General be di-
lrarbsrnivt l° the Senate the

proposition made by him to the Chesa¬
peake and Potomac Telephone Company

to ,he Sena,e any in-
rormatlon which he may possess author-

£5?? over 'of'and
«&*52?t££e!2:»the the

Senator Gore to Seek
Action on Bill Giving

U. S. Phone Control Here
Senator Gore of Oklahoma, who some

tto»o **° introduced a bill for the
(Continued on Second Page.)

* Tomorrow Is
Meatless Tuesday

Before House Committee Urge
Passage of Keating Bill

for Increased Pay.

BEHIND CLOSED DOORS

Spokesmen for government workers,
urging upon Congress that they be
granted substantial increases in salary,
had their first day in court today, when
the subcommittee of the House appro¬
priations committee, of which Represent¬
ative Joseph W. Byrns of Tennessee is
chairman, opened hearings on the Keat¬
ing bill, which has been approved by
the Federal Employes Union.
There was a large gathering of labor

leaders and leaders In the Clerks' Union
when the committee assembled at 11
o'clock. It was decided that the hear¬
ings should be executive and that the
witnesses should be heard one at a time
behind closed doors.

Living- Wages Demanded.
Features of the hearing today were a

demand by Representative Edward
Keating of Colorado, father of the bill,
that the government should be a model
employer, granting salaries which will
maintain American standards of living,
and presentation by Frank Morrison,
secretary of the American Federation
of Labor, of the resolution adopted in
national convention by the federation
demanding that the government give all
federal employes a standard living
wage. Mr. Morrison also presented sta¬
tistics showing the increased cost of
living has mounted to more than 85
per cent.
H. M. McLarin. president of the Na¬

tional Federation of Federal Employes,
made a statement that the very unions
that Postmaster General Burleson ob¬
jects to were formed and affiliated with
the American Federation of Labor to
secure relief from th$ autocratic meth¬
ods of the present management of the
Post Office Department.

Statement by Mr. Keating.
Before any witnesses were called

Representative Keating made a general
argument before the committee show-
ing how the cost of living affects the
government workers and declaring that
the government should be a model em¬

ployer, not granting extravagant sala¬
ries, but paying such salaries as will
enable a government worker to de¬
vote his whole day earnestly to govern¬
ment work, feeling sure that he will
receive compensation sufficient to en¬
able him to bring up his family accord¬
ing to American standards.
While Mr. Keating was discussing

the question of an honest day's work
he was asked if he was referring to
the Borland eight-hour-a-day amend¬
ment. Mr. Keating said th4t this was
a proposition that he felt should be
left open to debate on the floor of the
House. i

Disposition was shown by members'
of the committee to take care of those
who have been for a long time in the
government in preference to granting
any increases to those who have re¬
cently come into the service under the
lump-sum appropriation.

Urges Substantial Increase.
Frank Morrison, secretary of the Amer¬

ican Federation of Labor, was the first
witness. He urged substantial increases
in salary be given to all government em¬
ployes. including printers and bookbinders,
and presented, as officially representing
the American Federation of Labor, a
resolution adopted in the national con¬
vention at Buffalo, November 19, 1917.
He asked that the committee approve
the scale of increases from 5 per cent
to 30 per cent earned in the Keating
bill as prepared by the National Feder¬
ation of Federal Employes, and which
was outlined in The Sunday Star.
Mr. Morrison also submitted lengthy

statistics, prepared by the president of
one of the largest food products estab¬
lishments in the District of Columbia,
showing the heavy increase in the cost
of food that the government employes
have to meet.

Mr. McLarin's Statement.
Mr. McLarin, president of the National

Federation of Federal Employes, in his
introductory statement asked to be heard
more at length later on. He told the
committee that if there is any phase of
the question about which they want in¬
formation he will be glad to prepare it
and present it. He suggested several
minor changes to make the terms of the
Keating bill clearer. Mr. McLarin said,
in part:
"The National Federation of Federal

employes is composed of all types of gov¬
ernment and District of Columbia em¬
ployes. In all branches of the service,
but largely of the clerical grade, we have
a membership of more than 15,000 in
about 100 cities, and at our convention
here last September a resolution was
adopted asking Congress to grant in¬
creases in pay approximating those speci¬
fied in the Keating bill.
"At the same convention we agreed

to work out a general reclassification
measure and urge its enactment. Such
a bill will not be ready until the next
Congress and we ask the percentage
increase to tide us over the next year.

Puts Faith in Congress.
"Congress is the duly constituted

wage board of the majority of the gov¬
ernment employes, and we feel that
Congress will not deny the privilege
of laying before it facts that affect our
living conditions. It is in this spirit
of employes' hearings before a wage
board that we have come to Congress
with the Keating bill. Inasmuch as the
action of Congress is to a great extent
controlled by public opinion, we have
placed our case before the public in
every practicable way. We are citizens
and voters. We have the right to pre¬
sent our desires to our representatives
in Congress. Mr. Burleson to the con¬
trary notwithstanding.-
"Mr. Burleson's attack on our organiza¬

tion is entirely unjustified. His statement
in his annual report will not stand the
test of reason nor even of truth. Any
time that we present to Congress any re¬
quest or demand that we cannot sub¬
stantiate or. defend before any impartial
body we will disband. As employes our
mrst interest is ourselves and our fartl-
lies. The next is the government.
"Our organizations are for our own pro¬

tection and at the same time we will al¬
ways be glad and will co-operate to the
fullest possible extent with Congress and
the government officials in attempting to
build up the efficiency of the service.

Blames Secretary Burleson.
"We will not submit to the kind of or¬

ganization Mr. Burleson would have us
maintain. If the post office had been prop¬erly managed many of these organizations
would never have affiliated with the Amer¬
ican Federation of Labor. His treatment
of his employes forces them to come to
organized labor for protection from auto¬
cratic methods. It is in this spirit of co¬
operation and seeking justice that we now
and always shall come to Congress."
Mr. McLarin inserted an excerpt from

the report of the executive council of
the American Federation of Labor at
its Buffalo convention November 19,

(Continued on flteawd Pma»J '.

43 OF 146 SAVED AS
BRITISH PASSENGER
SHIP GOESON ROCKS
Three Vessels Arrive at St.
Johns With First Survivors

From Cape Race.

ROUGH SEA MAKES RESCUE
WORK DOUBLY DIFFICULT

Steamer Florizel, Bound From St.
Johns to New York, En¬

counters Blizzard.

ST. JOHNS, J*. F., February 25..
Forty-three penwnii aboard the Red
Croaa liner Florizel. w reeked near

Cape Race, in a atorm early yes¬
terday. were readied today. Three
rescue ahlpa brought the irat batch
of survivor* to port and other* -were
on the way In the afternoon.
Among the anrvlvora are five

aaloon and aeven steerage pasaen-
gera.
Moat of thoae saved were member*

of the erejr. Among: the anrvlvora
are MaJ. Michael Sullivan, bonnd
f°r Halifax! Ralph Bnrnham of the
Royal Flying Corpa, Alexander
Ledingham of St. Johna, Archibald
Gardner and two women, Mlaa Min¬
nie Daniel nnd Mlaa Kittle Cantwell.

ST. JOHN'S, X. F., February 25..
Forcing his ship against a blizzard in
which blinding snow was driven by
winds often reaching hurricane propor¬
tions, the commander of the Red Cross
liner Florizel, Capt. W. J. Martin, yes¬
terday morning sought to round Cape
Race on his voyage from here to Hali¬
fax and Xew York.
Apparently, however, he misjudged his

position, for the Florizel rushed on the
jagged rocks of Broad cove on the cast
side of the island north of the cape.
The region is uninhabited and means of
rescue were not available. One wireless
message said the steamer was rapidly
breaking up and nothing more was

heard until rescue parties reached the
scene. These reported that boats could
not be used and expressed doubt if any
on board could bo saved. Through theday
reports came that the ship was going
to plecei and that her after decks were

submerged. ,

Forty-Three Reported Saved.
Forty-three persons are known to.

have been saved from the wreck or the
Red Cross liner Florixel, which Is
pounding to pieces on the rocks near
Broad cove, where she struck at 5
o'clock yesterday morning.
The coastal steamer Prospero was re¬

ported Just before noon as on her
way here with the survivors. The
names of the rescued, so far as known.
and the identifled dead are:

1

Survivors.
Passenges, John Kielly; crew, Capt.

W. 3. Martin, St. Johns; Chief Officer
James, and Wireless Operator Cecil G.
Carter, New York.

Identified Dead.
Passengers Mrs. Fred Butler, St

Johns, N. F.: Edward Froude, St.
Johns. N. F. and Corp. Fred Snow,
Royal Flying Corps.
There were 146 In the ship's com¬

pany, including seventy-seven passen¬
gers.
The first batch of forty-three survivors

was taken off In three lifeboats and four
dories, but the sea was so rough that
they were unable to approach the
shore, near which the Florizel struck.
All had sutTered terribly from cold
and exposure. Steamers met the boats
and took the rascued aboard, a wlre-
leps message from the Prospero to
John Crosbie. minister of shipping,
early today was the first word of hope
that any of the seventy-seven passeff-
bers and crew of sixty-nine had been
saved. The Prospero reported that
every effort was being made to trans¬
fer them from the battered hulk.

Relatives Seek Information.
Frantic efforts were made by rela¬

tives of the passengers aboard the
Florizel to learn the names of those
picked up by the Prospero. The first
message from that vessel stating that
at least forty persons were waiting
to be rescued held out hope that oth¬
ers might be saved and the Pro»pero's
commander was directed by the min¬
ister of shipping to send the names
at the earliest possible moment.
Although the sea today was not so

rouKh as it was when the steamer
struck on the rocks, reports indicated
that rescue work was extremely dan¬
gerous. The Florizel's wireless was
wrecked, fires were out and the ship,
helpless and at the mercy of the waves'
offered little protection against the
cold and the fury of the elements
Many pf those lost yesterday had at¬

tempted to reach shore in small boats
which were tossed about and swamped
almost in sight of men and women
watching from the bow of the Florizel
or from the rigging where a few had
climbed for safety. Others who had
taken refuge in the forecastle were
driven out when that part of the shin
was battered in.
The Prospero, a stanch coasting ves¬

sel. had been dispatched at the first re¬
port of the disaster from Placentta bay
seventy-five miles around* the coast
from Broad Cove, but after her depar¬
ture government authorities felt that
her task was hopeless. With the seal¬
ing ships Terra Nova and Home, she
stood outside the cove while reports
were sent by observers on land that the
sea had not sufficiently subsided to al-

low^the launching of boats before day-

Hope Slight for Thoss Aboard.
When naval gunners had shot a tine

from the shore across the bow of the
Florizel as she lay submerged from
her funnel aft, and saw no attempt on
the ship to make the line fast. It was
believed all those on board ware dead
About midnight, however, watchers re-
ported that lights had been seep In the,

1 (Continued, on Fourteenth Page.)
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READY TO DELIVER.

DENOUNCES THE BOLSHEVIKI
IN RANKS OF AMERICAN LABOR

Senator McCumber, After Referring to

Treachery in Russia, Scathingly Rebukes
Profiteering.Alleges "Appalling

Conditions" in Shipyards.
Denouncing the bolahevlkl surrender-

to Germany. Senator McCumber. repub
lican of North Dakota, told the Senate

today that a "bolsheviki" sentiment in
America was of no less danger to

cause of democracy against autocracy,
Proflteers, labor slackers and govern
ment officials who fail to stand againstThem Were allied by the «nator in
vigorous terms.

- 4,A_Unless conditions change,
_trnlclared. only a collapse of the «ntr

finwers can save the allies from defeat.
The senator began with a denunciation
of the bolsheviki surrender.
"Search the worlds history/ de¬

clared Senator McCumber. "and nothing

svfisss1
son to country and national no^ bo,_this «Bno.1"i?pT every Russian patriot!Srfthroeu12nd'VelrTwear^randed on

his cheek the blush of shame.

Spectacle of National Impotency.
"With this spectacle of national im-noTTcy and disgrace before you and

enlightened by the appalling conditions
in our shipyards, is it not about time

ffSr-SHSngggsJ*lives of ourJ.0l 've seen the effect ofthif bolshevik sentiroenat.a'more.f sUll

^".rtMess
the "hateful deloy in shlp^coijeat worlaon which the very i

told thatprinciple depends, an^ Hne of indus_all miinition Plan .

govern-try upon which the »'oen°*c reduced to
condition.of ^tence^s .he

fX°d'forSthPerA6meriCan people to ac-

Ce.^ine%Chis1bonifhevik cancer which is"
..r strength and jeopardizingsapping our

confined to any oneour safety l
manifests itself in

our shipyards."

Hog Island Shipyard an Example.

cimbT^d «
KM"-"

or /ourM^?e" adding, "this single{?al { th
'

government will proba-hold-UP or tne b
t30.000.000.bly cost not Jess ina »

contin-
pd" throughout country whereue .*¦.!«! m> production has become

necessary Contracts of the most atro-necessary.
.iWovq acrainst thecioU3 nmMif have been O. K*d by gov-governme .

government paysern^edoUar of expense for raw mate-er,ry »nd vet pays individuals enor-rials. and ye p >
whQ never saw aSaSeVn?ra^ ?o ««

they in turn have contracted to

chlrged immense bonuses for securing

.lis." ,s:- s.u,sh?ol as never bef<*e in order to trans-
trooos and supplies abroad, and

"notwithstanding the Patriotic
nf Mr Gompers," union labor in our
shipyards "is lacking in a n1?,8^ ®ha.®"ful and disgraceful manner, the sen¬
ator declared.

Laboring Men Misled, He Says.
.The only excuse I can And for this is

that laboring men have been misled by3? (foctrlnes Promulgated by their
leaders" he continued, that tney are
justified in taking advantage of their
government, even to the extent of fa¬
tally crippling its war endeavors. Nor
is the government at all blamelessIn
this matter. On the contrary. It has
surrendered soul and conscience to
unionized labor. I am Informed that
on the west coast the government itself
stepped in and forced yards either to
close or recogntse labor unions, .with
all their disastrous rules.
"Just how long the American people

will submit to being robbed, first by the
material man, then by the laborer and
then to having both robberies encour-TgTi .Id acquiesced in by the govern-mVnt. the Lord only knows. If the
country is being robbed, it Is the
of the officials in charge and not be-

^a?^Vc2urbIrr^i>rtr.ntUnltTdStlSahuman .n««y to win
this war and win it quickly, but that

energy needs mobilization." He denied
there was a labor shortage, saying that
what is lacking "is mobilization of the
labor we have and the ability to insist
that a day's work by those pretending
to labor shall be given for a just and
liberal compensation on the part of-the
government."
He estimated there are 6.500,000 men

between the ages of eighteen and sixty-
two in. Hit* country who are doing noth¬
ing, but yet "soldiers are compelled to
die for these men."
War was declared ten months ago, as¬

serted Senator McCumber, and the rais¬
ing of an Army begun while the press
of the country began to discuss what
terms of peace should be imposed on
the enemy, but the ship question was
not taken into consideration.

Query to Secretary Baker.
The senator said that Secretary Bak¬

er declared last month before the Sen¬
ate military committee that "ships is
the crux of our problems now," and de¬
manded :

"Why were those words not uttered
by the War Department ten months
ago?"
Secretary Baker could have easily in¬

quired regarding this matter. Senator
McCumber continued. If the Secretary
answers that this is no part of the
duties of the Secretary of War, that' a
shipping board has been created for
that purpose, and he was only con-1
cerned with the creation of an Army,
it seems, the senator said, that this is
"unanswerable argument in favor of
a war board."
"Now that we have awakened, now

that we have an Army of 1,500,000
ready, now that neither we nor the
world have the shipping to take that
Army over and supply it what are you
going to do about it?" he asked. "You
will either get right down to business
and construct ships on a greater scale
than you have ever contemplated, or

you will allow this war to be over be-
fore you get into it, and our Presi-1
dent's fourteen articles of peace con-
ditions will be a less heeded scrap of
paper than the Belgian treaty.
"When we send men to France and

then allow those remaining at home to
receive either enormous wages for
labor which they do not perform or

enormous profits on goods furnished,
thereby delaying and hindering the
government in its efforts to speed up
construction, the death of every sol¬
dier by reason of this delay is charge¬
able not alone to the slackers and
idlers, but to the members of Congress
as well."

Additional Details Brought Out.
Senator McCumber's reference to ex¬

penditures by the government at Hog
Island in excess of estimates brought
interruptions from Senators Nelson and
Jones, who explained additional details
that have been brought out in the com¬
merce committee's investigation.
Senator Gallinger joined Senator Nel¬

son in a statement that the Hog Island
situation is being improved under the
direction of Admiral Bowles, who Is
now in charge of the work there.

Edgar House Slain, Three Other
Americans Wounded on Boat

at Tampico.

One American was killed and three
were wounded in an attack by Mexican
bandits on an oil boat at Tampico
Wednesday.
Edgar House, a paymaster for the

Texas Oil Company, was killed. The
wounded were J. P. S. Mennett, Dr.
Brisbane, an employe of the Island Oil
and Transport Company, and a man
named Prather. Mennett's wound is
serious.
State Department officials who re¬

ceived the report regarded the Incident^
as a case of robbery rather than an
outburst of anti-American feeling:. The
boat attacked was carrying: money,
probably In the Panuco River or one of
the inland lagoong. So far as known,
the- bandits were not connected with
any of the military forces.
Effort# to retake the oil fields about

Tampico from Manuel Palaez have been
resumed by the Carranza troops, with
some success. Gen. Dieguez, command¬
ing the government forces, has driven
the Palaez forces from the countryabout the Cero Azul. one of the largestoil wells of the Huasteca company.Saladera, a small town on the edge o<the oil region, has been captured.
NEW ORLEANS, February 25..In¬

dication that there had been trouble
between Americans and Mexicans in
the Tampico section and that Dr. H. P.
Brisbane of New Orleans had been
'.wounded, was contained in a wireless
message received from the physician
by his son here yesterday, stating, "I will
be all right in a short time. Do not
worry."
Dr. Brisbane was in charge of the

Island Oil and Transportation Com-
pany's hospital at Tampico and has
been engaged in medical work in Latin-'America for fifteen years.

DISCOVER CONSPIRACY TO
KILL CHINESE WAR HEAD

Many Arrests, Including- Three Japa¬
nese, Made In Connection With

Assassination Plot.

PEKING, Wednesday, February 20..
A conspiracy to assassinate Gen. Tuan
Chi-Jui, the former premier and now
war commissioner, has been discov¬
ered by the authorities. A number of
arrests, including those of three Jap¬
anese, have been made.
The plot is alleged to have been

promoted by monarchists for the pur¬
pose of avenging Gen. Tuan's defeat
of Gen. Chang Hsun, who led the Man-
chu restoration effort last July. Re¬
cently it had been rumored that Chang-
Hsun had escaped from the Dutch le¬
gation. where he took refuge last July
after his defeat.

Another Aviation Cadet Killed.
DALLAS. Tex., February 25..R. E.

Stall of Detroit, Mich., a cadet in the
aviation branch. Signal CorpS, fell 200
feet at Love Field today and was killed.
Stall was a graduate of the University
of Ohio. His father, W. H. Stall, lives
at Long Beach, Cal.

"HOME DELIVERY"
About l/£c a Day

Send a postal card or a telephone message to
The Star, Main 2440, ordering the paper delivered
to your home.

The price to March 1st is J cent a day for The
Evening Star and 5 cents per day for The Sun¬
day Star.

After March 1st the price will be 60 cents per
month for The Star, both daily and Sunday, to
be delivered to your house or apartment, or 40
cents per month (approximately \y2 cents a day)
for The Evening Star.

"From Press to Home Within the Hour"

RUSSIA CRUSHED, SAYS
LENINE, IN PLEA FOR

PEACE AT ANY PRICE

Presbyterian Churches Adopt
Suggestion Made by Denom¬
ination's "War Assembly."
March is to be set aside as a $ionth

of prayer in relation to the war in the
Presbyterian churches of this city.

AJo a meeting of the Presbyterian
Ministers' Association of Washington
this morning in New York Avenue
Presbyterian Church, Rev. Dr. Wallace
Radcliffe announced that the war as¬

sembly of the Presbyterian Church
has asked that next month be so desig¬
nated.
He explained it is proposed to have

nightly meetings in all churches dur¬
ing the first week, with sermons by
the pastors. The second week is to
be devoted to neighborhood prayer
meetings. The third week will be de¬
voted to nightly prayer meetings at the
churches. The fourth-week program
will be decided upon later.
The executive committee of the as¬

sociation was instructed to arrange
plans for this month of prayer and to
report at the meeting next Monday.

Beview of German Writings.
A review of the book "Hurrah and

Hallelujah," the teaching of Germany's
poets, prophets, professors and preach¬
ers, was given by Rev. Dr. T. E. Davis,
pastor of Westminster Memorial Pres¬
byterian Church.
Dr. Davis confined himself almost en¬

tirely to the sermons of some of the
German preachers. "I believe the
preachers are the most reliable in their
statements, and the most careful in
their expression of hatred and vilifica¬
tion," he said. "And yet a careful read¬
ing of these sermons will show their
pitiful, insolent contempt, for all other
nations, their self-glorification, their
monopoly of the Almighty as the Ger¬
man God."
Dr. Davis gave some quotations from

these sermons, in which it was said:
"The present war is a just war, a right¬
eous war, a war under Divine leader¬
ship. God has called Germany into this
war. He is fighting for them, and they
cannot be defeated or destroyed."
That God is the God of the Germans

is plainly stated by theological profes¬
sors and preachers of Germany, he
continued. He said also that these
German preachers all declare that Ger¬
many did not begin the war. and in Its
hatred of England, as expressed In all
of these sermons, is seen the intense
bitterness of the German people.
Note That Rings Through Sermons.
He pointed out that one note that

rings, through these sermons is that
"Germany will be victorious; that she
cannot be conquered.

"The,reasons, briefly given, are: Ger¬
many is fighting God's battle. God has
called her into this war. He will not
permit His chosen people to be over¬
thrown. The Germans are innocent,
pure and holy.they cannot sin."

Dr. Davis said the day is coming
when Germany shall be a free country,
when the wj^l of the people shall be the
only source of human authority. "Ger¬
many shall never me destroyed," he
continued, "but out of the wreck and
ravages of the present war there shall
come a new Germany to take its place
in the brotherhood of nations, a new
and glorious German republic, without
a kaiser to deceive, delude and de¬
stroy."
A general discussion of the paper

was engaged in by the pastors.

SENATORS INSPECTING
V

.

HOG ISLAND SHIP PLANT

PHILADELPHIA, February 25..Five
members of the Senate commerce com¬
mittee arrived here from Washington
today and began an inspection of the
new government shipbuilding plant at
Hog Island, on the Delaware river.
More witnesses were expected to tes¬
tify here in addition to those sum¬
moned before the committee during
the investigation at the Capitol*
Senator Ransdell serves as chairman

of the committee, which also includes
Senators Vardaman, Reed, Fernald and
Calder. Senator Johnson, who was one

of the principal inquisitors during the
hearing at Washington, did not come

to Philadelphia with the party.
Rear Admiral Francis T. Bowies of

the Emergency Fleet Corporation, who
is in charge of "speeding up" work at
the Hog Island yard, where many ships
have been contracted for, met the sena¬
tors and accompanied them on their
inspection tour.

NEARLY 10,GOO LIVES LOST-
IN RECENT EARTHQUAKE

AMOY, China, February 25..Nearly
10,000 persons lost their lives as a re¬

sult of the recent earthquake in the
Amoy hinterland, according to the latest
reports from Swatow.

Swatow is a treaty port of China,
province of Kwangtung, 225 miles
northeast of Canton. It is a center of
the sugar industry and is a town of
some 40,000.
A series of earthquakes February 16

and 17 caused extensive damage over a
considerable area of Kwangtung. Build¬
ings were wrecked in Amoy and many
other towns. Several villages in the
Amoy hinterland were virtually de¬
stroyed.

SW0B0DA AGAIN ARRESTED.

Alleged Incendiary in Liner Caie
Said to Be German Officer.

GENEVA, February 25..Raymond
Swoboda, who claimed American citi¬
zenship when he was arrested recently
for espionage, being released subse¬
quently on bail, was rearrested at
Bern later and brought to prison here.
He is said to have been identified as a
German officer.

Swoboda was arrested in Paris In
March, 1915, charged with having set
fire to the French liner Touraine. He
had an American passport. The case
was taken up by the American embassy
in Paris, but the French authorities
later abandoned the prosecution, as an
Inquiry failed to substantiate the
charge. He was expelled from France
£U1 "Bit t#>

Bolshevik Premier Tells Coun-
cil Huns Have Knees on

Chest of Nation.

ALLIED EMBASSIES STAY;
BOCHES PLAN MONARCHY

American and Other Diplomats Be*
lieve German Terms Must Be
Cleared Before Taking Action.

APPOINT NEW CHIEF OF ABMY

Officials Place General to Succead
Ensign Who Resigned as Mili¬

tary Head of Forces.

By the A«nociated Pre**.

BERLIN, February 35,
via London..German troops
have occupied Pernau, a
Russian seaport in Livonia,
99 miles northeast of Riga,
and Dorpat, 157 miles north¬
east of Riga, the German war
office announced today.

In the German advance to
' Dorpat 3,000 Russians were

taken prisoner. This flying
detachment traveled 130
miles in five and one-half
days.

The advance guard of
Gen. von Linsingen's troops,
in the south, has reached
Zhitomir, 85 miles west of
Kiev, and established con¬
tact there with Ukrainian '

troops. j,
By the Associated Press.

PETBOGRAD, Sunday, February 24.-H
Acceptance by the bolshevik govern¬
ment of the German peace terms fol¬
lowed a stormy argumentative night
meeting at the Smolny Institute. Lee*
Trotxky. the bolshevik foreign minister*
did not attend, but Premier Lenin*
urged acceptance of the terms and the
bolshevik delegates voting practically aa
a unit swung the tide with him. A b*l-
Bhevik party conference had previous^
voted seventy-two for peace and twenty*
six against, with twelve abstaining.
The social revolutionary membait

fought ag&inst acceptance of the teratfl
and insisted upon the assembling imme¬
diately of a new constituent assembly td
pass upon them in their final form.
"Their knees are on our chest and

our position is hopeless." declared Ni¬
kolai Lenineu the bolshevik premier, in
the course of his long speech to the
central executive committee of t*e *XS«
Russian council of workmen's and sol- j
diers* delegates, in Which he insistently ,

urged the acceptance of the Austro-
German peace conditions, however op¬
pressive and unfortunate they might
appear. , \
"This peace must be accepted as a

respite." he continued, "enabling its t»

prepare a decisive resistance to the
bourgeoisie and imperialism. Vhm prs-
letariat of the whole world will com* I*
our aid. Then we shail renew the
fight." >

M. MartofC contended that the pro¬
posed peace meant the end of Russia,
so far as her political independence
was concerned, and that the day after
the signing of the peace the soldiers*
and workmen's government would be In
bondage to Germany.

Too Firm ta Feririx.
M. Ziaovioff. suppoi-tm* Leafed In¬

sisted that the soviet authority w*si

too firmly established throughout the
country to perish.

It is announced by the bolshevik!
that their troops have entered Rostov- _

on-the-Don. and that fighting is pro¬
ceeding in the streets.
Leon Trotsky, bolshevik foreign min¬

ister, will not go to Brejt-Litovsk to
sign th© new peace terms, nor will
any of the other members of the Rus¬
sian delegation which conducted me
earlier negotiations there, with the ex¬

ception of M. Karakhan, secretary of
the former delegation. The work¬
men's and soldiers' delegates today chose
for the new delegation. M. Zinovieff, pres¬
ident of the Petrograd council of work¬
men's and soldiers' delegates; M. Ale-
yxieff, acting commissioner of agricul¬
ture, and M. Sokoikokoff. This dele¬
gation, accompanied by naval and
military representatives, will leave to¬

night for Brest-Litovsk.

Send Message to Berlin.
A Russian government wireless mes¬

sage addressed to the German govern¬
ment at Berlin announces that a par¬
liamentary representative left Petro¬
grad Sunday at noon for I>vinsk for the
purpose of transmitting to the German
high command at Dvinsk Russia's offi¬
cial reply to Germany's peace condi¬
tions.
Another communication, addressed

"To all," announces that the following
message has been sent to the govern¬
ment at Berlin:
"According to the decision of the cen¬

tral executive of the soviets, taken at
4:30 Sunday morning, the soviets' and
people's commissaries have decided to
accept Germany's peace conditions, and
will send a delegation to Brest-**
Litovsk."

Question Hun Terma.
M. Karakhan, who was secretary of

the Russian delegation at Brest-
Litovsk, explained to the Associated-
Press that the bolshevik government.
considers most ambiguous the part of
the German terms concerning the de¬
mobilisation of the Russian army. A
literal translation of "up to newly
formed battalions," M. Karakhan said.
may either exempt or include the new
"red army."
"This Is disputable," he added. 4*l.?"

think, of course, that they meant the
red army also must be demobilised, but
on this we will not yield without dis¬
cussion. We think wye are entit*
to an army oari


